t's cheaperin Russia

There are numerous medical opportunities to lure Indian students

Prof Mikhail Kalinkin, Rector,
Tver State Medical Academy

Pranab Ghosh

ussian educational
institutes are looking
at India with
renewed interest,
Some are even contemplating
tying up with their Indian
counterparts. Rays Milkina
Elena Viadimirovna, Deputy
Head, Institute of
International Edueational
Programimes, Tomsk

Polytechnic University, part of

a delegation of Russian educa-
tionists who were in the
Capital recently, “We are in
the advanteed stage of negotin-
tion with Anna University in
[ndia.” With 5150 students,
India ranks fourth among all
the countries sending stu-
dents to Russia and 94 per
cent of the Indian students
there study medicine, Here is
an exclusive interview with
Prof Mikhail Kalinkin, Rector,

We are proud that our
(raduates are ableto
pass one of the
foughest and
recognised exams in the
world - the USMLE,
getting 99 per centin
their irst ffort

Tver State Medical Academy,
a front-ranking medical insti-
tute in Russia, which has the
largest number of Indian stu-
dents among all educational
institutions there.

What are the advantages of study-
ing medical science in Russia?
Medical scheols in Russia
offer effective and up-to-date
education with indispensable
deep theoretical basis, Also,
one of the most distinguished
features of our medical educa-
tion is a [ull every day stu-
dent-to-patient contact at all
clinieal classes. This provides
a unique apportunity for stu-
dents and newly graduated
doctors to be well skilled in
miodern disgnostic and treat-
ment approaches,

For an outzider, training,
travelling and living in Russia
can provide a priceless life
experience. The period of
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ELIGIBILITY TO STUDY MEDICINE

i 1042 pass with at least 50 per
i cent marks in physics, chem-
i istry and biology. It is 40% in
+ case of SC/ST.

¢ The minimum age of the stu-

time that students spend
abroad can tretmendously
widen their mental horizons,
It i worth mentioning that
apart from academic studies,
in Russlan universities atten-
Lion is also paid Lo social,
extencurricular activities,

What is also important is
that the Government of the
Russian Federation strietly
regulates the cost of educa-
tion in Russian medical

schools, The expenses paid by

students’ families are very
rensonable and much move
alfordable, especially in com-
parizon Lo the universities of
the US, western and eastern
Europe, Australia or New
Zenland,

What are the prospecs of global
employability once you complete
your medical degree?

The Tver State Medical
Academy is recognised by Lhe
UN sgencies for health and
education, Qur graduates
work in hospitals, depart-
ments of health, medical
schools, international and
non-governament organisa-

dant should be 17 years.
Students should pass 3 inter-
views in biology, chemistry,
English or Russian (as per their
choice).

tions of more than 70 coun-
tries all over the world, We
are proud that our graduates
are able to pass one of the
toughest and recognized
exams in the world — the
USMLE, getting 99 per cent
in their first effort.

What is the fee structure? Is it less
than what one would pay at the
home country (India)?

The fee structure includes the
tuition fees, hostel fees, nsur-
ance and other refated servie
es. It is significantly less than
fees at Indian medieal schools.

What is the cost of living for a stu-
dent?

The cost of living for a stu-
dent varies from ity Lo city
and depends on individual
lifestyle, In Tver, it can fall
within the range of S150-300
per month, I a student
prefers to rent a flat he should
be peady to pay about $500
per month,

What are the eligibility criteria?
Acoording to Medical
Council of India rules, the

minimum qualiffcations for
Indian students for admission
to Russian medical universi-
ties recognised by the Medical
Couneil of India (including
Tver State Medical Academy)
is 10+2 pass with a minimum
of 50 per cenl marks in
phwsices, chemistry and biolo-

gy ltis 4() per cent in the case
c:l' SC/ST. The minbmum age
of the siudent should be 17
years. Students should be
ready to pass three interviews
in biology, ehemistry, English
or Russian (as per their
choiee).

What is the medium of instruction?
Is it necessary for a student to learn
Russian? What is the duration of
the course?

Both English and Hussian can
be the mediums of instruc-
tion. Preventing possible mis-
understanding, | would like to
emphasise that it is possible
to study in English, but these
who choose English should
realise that it is impossible to
imagine medieal educeation
without practical work with
patients, Therefore, it is
important for students to
Jearn Russian to communicate
with Russian-speaking
patients at | courses
during the last three years of
their education. Anyway, liv-
ing in a Russian-speaking
environment, having Russian
friends makes the process of
mastering the language very
easy and comfortable.

For the MBES course, the
duration is 5.8 years in
English medium and 6.8 years
in Russian medium. For the
MS and MDD course, the dura-
tion is two years, for PhlYit is
thiee years.

What are the prospects for higher
studies?

After receiving the degree,
our graduates wre able to
work as doctors, public health
practitioners; be employed in
the pharmaceutical industry
o pursue a scientific or edu-
cational carcer:

Can one start practice in Russia on
the basis of the degree earned?
Yes, we have many examples
where our foreign graduates,
ineluding Indians, did stay
back in Russia for elinical resi-
deney,

What is the visa procedure?

First of all, every student has
to-obtain an official invitation
from the Tver State Medical
Academy. This invitation is
is=ued by the Russian
Ministry of Internal Affairs,
With the invitation letter, »
student can apply for his stu-
dent visa to the local Russian
Embassy. We and our official
partners in India alwiys assist
student to obtain visas,
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